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The Situation of Commercial Tilapia Pond Culture of Banwangmaung Fish
Farmer Group, Tarnprasart Sub-district, Nonsoong District,

Nakhonratchasima Province

Udompong Boontueng

Nakhonratchasima Provincial Fisheries Office
abstracts

This study was focusing the Banwangmaung Fish Farmer Group, Tarnprasart Sub-
district, Nonsoong District, Nakhonratchasima Province. The objectives were (I) to study the
socio-economic status, (II) the fish farming status,and (lll) problems and difficulties of tilapia
farming. The needs, opinions and suggestions from fish farmers concerning public supporting
programmes were also evaluated through a specific designed questionnaire. The structured
and open-ended type questionnaire was designed and used for interviewing forty-nine
farmers who cultured tilapia for commercial purpose in year 2017. Descriptive Statistics
including frequency distribution, percentage, mean, and standard deviation were used to
analyze the collected data.

All the interviewed farmers were Buddhism. 32 farmers or 65.31% were male while 17
farmers or 34.69% were female with averaging 46 years old. The majority of household
members were 4.48 farmers had a main occupation as agriculture while 49 farmers had
fishing as a secondary occupation. Factors for decision making and tilapia farm investment
were the land owner and suitable for fish farming. Most of the tilapia farmers invested the
farms by their own money, but they specified the access of credit and bank loan with low
interest rate as for alternative investment of tilapia farming. Almost all farmers were the
members of the mega farm enterprise for tilapia aquaculture extension. The questionnaires
revealed that all farmers improve their social-economic condition and standard living
through tilapia culture farming.

More results of this study are as follows ; the areas used for fish farming were 4-5 rai,
each farmers had 1 or 2 ponds the size of fish ponds were between 0.76-1 rai with averaging
0.88 rai, they were poly-culture fish ponds, the fish fry at 2-3 cm in total length were stocked
at 10,000-20,000 fry per rai, the fish fry were nursed in 4-6 net cages inside the fishponds,
stocking densities were vary 10-15 fry per 1 m?, fish were fed daily with commercial palette
feeds 3-4 times and monthly water exchange, fish were harvested weighting at 0.800-1.0 kg.
This study found that the Banwangmaung Fish Farmer Grouphas a good management
practice and high culture productions compared to other groups in the province.

The results indicated that the Banwangmaung Fish Farmer Group has 2 problems or

difficulties.Firstly, lacking of quantity and quality and high price of tilapia fish fry. Secondly,



the quality commercial pellet feeds are low while the price is high. There is a need to find
sources of fish feeds that are low-cost and good quality to reduce production costs for
farmers. Increase marketing channels for the farmers to distribute products directly to
consumers instead of being exploited by middleman.

Key words: commercial tilapia culture, Banwangmaung Fish Farmer Group, Banwangmaung,

mega farm enterprise
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