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Abstract

Kasetsart University has developed and operated a number of research
and development (R&D) projects and programs in different local conditions
including the Lop buri Province Integrated Rural Development Program Area
with four subprojects, namely, (1) Baseline-Needs Assessment Project (1993-
1994); (2) Occupation Development Project (1994-1995): (3) Quality of Life
Development Project (1994-1995); and (4) Natural Resources and Environmental
Development Project (1994-1995). The investigation is directed towards the
search for alternative answers to technical questions, and the determination of
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technological development suited to be capable of developing locally validated
~ technology of a directly applicable nature for the developmental work specified
in the area to meet new technological needs so as to make the new rural
development system operation possible in responding to the national economic

and social development plan.

The analysis focuses on finding more effective ways in helping the
rural people in the area facing problems related to quality of life, utilization
and conservation of natural resources and environment: the problem in helping
people's organizations to solve their problems: the role of private organizations,
government agencies, and opportunities in an effective collaboration to attack
the problems to meet local needs both in the short-run and long-run basis.

Methodology used is based on secondary sources of information using
available documents as the necessary background: the reactions of key persons
as the representatives of various relevant work agencies, public and private,
together with researchers of the university through a seminar/workshop strategy
by focusing on the problems and remedying the shortcomings as to bring into
the open both the potentialities and the inevitable risks involved in the application
of research findings to a new situation: plus direct obeservations and field
interview techniques to collect needed data for the analysis.

The results reveal felt needs in problem solving in the following aspects:
(1) With the availability of resource potentials, naturally, culturally, and physically:
Lop Buri Province needs an intelligent resource land planning to facilitate an
effective resource allocation in supporting, specifically, agriculture, industry, and
residential area development. (2) Every attempt must be made in the investments
for the promotion of certain types of new industries aside from ownership rights
on land and proper privileges to be given to individuals as important incentives
for the investments and for job creation possibilities in local communities. (3)
It is important that new skilled occupational training programs to meet the need
of occupational groups including handicraft, small industries to improve incomes
and to reduce problems of migrations of the people in local communities. (4)
It is obvious that Lop Buri Province is famous in historical tourist attraction
resources: educational campaign programs with sufficient information to capture
the interests of people both within and outside the province are needed. (5)
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Promotion of specific potential livestock enterprises like beef cattle husbandry,
and deer raising among others needs to be carried on. (6) A graphical model
of Lop Buri Province as an effective visual aid in the form of natural and physical
resource illustrations is needed to motivate planning for and effecting change.
(7) Village broadcasting tower system as a preferred way of delivering and
getting information and technology is needed 1o set up at every village to reach
people of all cultural and age levels of the province.
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