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Growth Performance of Thai Milking Zebu(TMZ) Heifers under Two Feedingsﬂ

Jarae klinklom” Yaungyote Jindatajaki/ Chintana Vongnagnagorné/ Krongkaew Borisutsawat"

Adstract

The aim of this study was to compare the effects of two feeding on growth performance, fertility
and feed cost of Thai Milking Zebu (TMZ) heifers. Thirty dairy cows at 4 months of age were allocated
into 2 groups. The first group was fed with 100% NRC and the second was 90% NRC. The statistical
analysis was conducted using T-test. The results revealed that there was no significant(p<0.05) difference
on body weight at 6, 12, 18 and 24 month of age. The average of body weight at 6 12 18 and 24 month of
age in group 1 and group 2 were 153.46+21.52, 148.86+20.47 kg; 243.20+16.21, 235.20+13.72 kg;
313.86+31.82,293.60+25.37 kg; 404.82+25.25, 392.11+46.50 kg respectively. There was no significant
(p<0.05) difference on fertility. Average age of first A.L in group 1 and group 2 were 16.08+0.99 and
16.33+0.98 month respectively. Average age of first calving in group 1 and group 2 were 27.10+0.88
and 27.354+0.95 month respectively. Feed costs per head, during 4 — 24 months, in group 1 and group 2

were 24,780.45 and 23,930.58 baht respectively.

Keywords : Growth Performance, Heifers, Thai Milking Zebu
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Table 1 Body weight of Thai Milking Zebu at 6 12 18 and 24 momth.

Item Group 1 (NRC) Group 2 (90 % NRC)
Body weight at 6 month (kg)™ 153.46+21.52 148.86+20.47
Body weight at 12 month (kg)"* 243.20+16.21 235.20+13.72
Body weight at 18 month (kg)"* 313.86+31.82 293.60+25.37
Body weight at 24 month (kg)"* 404.82+25.25 392.11+46.50

NS = Non significantly different (P>0.05) NS
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